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Alan and lan are delighted to announce the appointment of Patrick Gilchrist as
Area Manager Canterbury for the Group. Patrick has had 20 years experience
in the tyre industry in both the retail and wholesale sectors of the market and
has spent the last 4 years as the Wholesale Manager for the South Island with
Goodyear-Dunlop (NZ) Ltd

Within the role he will be the Branch Manager for Christchurch replacing Lyn
Gilchrist who left earlier in the year.

His key focus for the Group including Golden Bay Tyres will be to strengthen
our presence in the retail sector of the tyre market along with assisting Wayne
Seelen in the commercial sector of the industry.

Wayne is going to reduce his hours of work in 2010 to 20 hours a week leading
into retirement. Wayneis key responsibilities will be to look after the top ten
accounts in the Group along with the marketing of the Bandag product.
Patrick is a married man with two young sons and lists his interests as spending
time with his wife Rebecca, sonis Thomas and Samuel and generally enjoying

outdoor pursuits.
Welcome to the team Patrick.
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Patrick Gilchrist
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The colour or name Blue can bring up many varying
subjects of discussion in the way it is used. We have
all had the blues over the recession which hopefully is
over and combined with that we might see some blue
sky over the summer months, as it has been few and far
between since our last newsletter.

Some of the senior staff and two Directors attended the
Bandag conference in Vanuatu during September and
as can be seen by some of the photos blue was the
predominant shirt colour for all the delegates.

Congratulations to the Canterbury NPC team on the back
to back wins in the Air New Zealand Championship. Our
Sales & Marketing Manager again got the blues after his
team fell at the last hurdle again.

Our business has had what we would call a traditional
winter sales results over the past 3 T 4 months and has
brought back memories of what used to happen during
winter a few years ago.

On a positive note it is welcoming to see that tyre prices

have been slowly coming back in price after the large
spike in late 2008 and early this year. The recovery from
the recessionary pressures along with the change in the
American dollar are really helping.

We would like to thank all our loyal customers for the
support during the past 12 months and wish you all the
best for the festive season.

Do drive safely It you are going on holiday as we would

like to see you all in 2010. If you are unsure if your tyres

are adequate for the holiday period call into any of our

branches and we will give you a free inspection and
pressure check.

Merry Xmas and Happy New Year

Alan & lan Neumann
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Watch out for our new facilities in Ashburton. 2010 will
be an exciting time for the Ashburton team with the
recent announcement of a complete new facility on the
site in Wills St.

We look forward to giving you a full update in our next

newsletter.
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For more than 100 years, vehicles have been rolling
along on cushions of air encased in rubber. The
pneumatic tyre has served drivers and passengers
well on road and off, but a new design by Michelin
could change all that T the Tweel Airless Tyre.

Michelin yrst announced the Tweel in 2005. The
name is a combination of the words tyre and wheel
because the Tweel doesnit use a rational wheel
hub assembly. A solid inner hub mounts to the axle.
Thatis surrounded by polyurethane spokes arrayed
in a pattern of wedges. A shear band is stretched
across the spokes, forming the outer edge of the

!t .Ir
[—

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

LOHpia oot

mini

tyre (the part that comes in contact with the road)
The tension of the shear band on the spokes and
the strength of the spokes themselves replace the
air pressure of a traditional tyre. The tread is then
attached to the shear band. The Tweel looks sort of
like a very large, futuristic bicycle wheel.

It is a non pneumatic concept that will not only be
used for the car market but has great possibilities
in the small earthmover market and it is being
considered for the lunar programme in the USA.

As it does not have a tyre like pressurized air cavity
it cannot be punctured thus assuring continued
mobility.

The days of Neumanns Tyre Group repairing
punctures may be coming to and end.
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In the November 2008 issue of our newsletter we had a
photo of Cyril Kenworthy at our annual golf match. Sadly
we lost a good friend, customer, and loyal Canterbury
supporter when he passed away in early October.

Our thoughts are with his wife June and their family during
this difycult time.

He will be missed by all of the team at The Tyre General in
Christchurch as his passing coincides with the end of an
era in the South Island Road transport industry with the
ynal part of the Cyril Kenworthy & Sons business being
sold to Summerland freight.

A large contingent of South Island dealers attended the Australasian Bandag dealer
conference in Vanuatu during September. One of the special presentations made during
the conference was to Bob Reid of our Christchurch branch to celebrate 25 years service
with The Tyre General. It has been estimated that during that time he has sold and
possibly ytted in excess of 40,000 retreads.

Right - Bob Reid being
presented with his award by
Geoff Clark

Below - The NZ contingent
on the ynal night

Alan Neumann and Jim Black being presented with a factory
award by Geoff Clark the C.E.O. of Bandag Manufacturing.







